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w- HEADS of AGREEMENT 
Aſented to by the 


Lniced Miniſters, &c. 


The filing Henle of A's EEMENT 


- have been Reſolved upon, by the Unitev 
Miniſters in aud about London, formerly called - 
>. Presbytcrian «xd Congregational ; nor as a... .. + 
$ Megſure for avy N —— Conſtitution, bug < © 
| | for the Preſervation of Order in our Congrega- © |, 
tions, that cannot come up to the Common Rule a os 


| i... Law Eflabliſhed. | - oper. 5 


L Of Cuurcuss ad Cuunct 


MzmBztexr s. 


ERMEE Acknowledge our Lord *: 
— 7s Chriſt to have One 

WS Catholick Church , or 74 

ESI {C:ngdom , com prehending "el 
- all that are unted to Him, whether in Hea- 


7 ven or Earth, And do conceive the 
Ro A 3 * whoke 


nr” 


UMI 


( 2.) 


whole multitude « of, viſt ſzble Petievers, and 


their Infant-Seed ( commonly called the 
Catbolick Viſzble Church) to belong to 
Chriſt's Spiritual , Kingdom wm this world: 
Bur for the notion of a Catbolick Viſzble 
Church here, as it ſignifies its having; been 
colle&ed into any formed Society, under a 


...... Viſible human Head on Earth, . whether 
"' * "one Perſon fi ingly, or many colleSively, 
—_ "We, with the reſt of Froteſtants, Nig 


mouſly diſclaim it. 
2. We agree, That Pas 13 al Socie- 


-" ries of. Viſible Saints, who under Chriſt 


L 
"4 
* 


| 
| 


' their Head, are. ſtatedly. joined together 


<-> for ordinary Communion with one ano- 


* ther, in all the Ordinances of Chriſt, are 


particular Churches, and are to be owned 


by each other, as Inſtitured Churches. of 
Chriſt, tho differing in apprebenſions and 
pratfice in ſome leſſer things. 


3. That none ſhall- be admitted as 
Members, 1 in order to Communior' in alt 


the 


UMI 
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Tx 
the ſpecial Ordinances of the Goſpel, but 
ſuch perſons as are knowing and found in 
the fundamental DoGrines of the Chriſti- 
an Religion , without ' Scandal in. their 


Lives; and to a Judgment regulated by 
the Word of God, are perſons of viſible * 
Godlineſs and Honeſty ;*Profeſling cordi- \ 


al ſfubjetion to Jeſus Chrilt. 

- 4 A competent Number of ſuch vi/- 
ble Saints ( as before deſcribed ) do be- 
come the capable SubjeRts of ftated Com- 
munion in. all the ſpecial Ordinances of 


Chrift , upon their mutual declared conſent 
and agreement #0 walk "together therein 


according to Goſpel Rule. In which de- 
claration , different degrees of Explicite- 
neſs, ſhall no way hinder ſuch Churches 
from owning each other, as Inftituted 
Churches. = 

_ .5;. Tho Parochial Bounds be not of 


Drvine Right, yet for common Edificati- 


on, the Members of a particular Church 
| ought 
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ought ( as much as conveniently may be ) 
to live near one another. 

;, _6. That each particular Church =_ 
* Right to chuſe their own Officers ; and 
"being furniſhed with ſuch as are duly qua- 
"1 ri and ordained according to the Eo 


- Rule, hath Authoriry from Cliriſt 
Or 


exerciſing Government , and of ' e&h- 
joyin I o- the Ordinances of Forjerp with- 
m it 
7. In the Adriiniteition: of ChitieÞ 
P _ it belongs to the Paſtors and other 
Elters -of every particular Charch'\(*if 
fuch there be to Rule ant Govert*: 
andtothe Brotherhood to. Conſent, accord: 
Ng T0 the Rule- of the Goſpel. * b- 

$. That all Profeſſors as: klore Ade 
bed,-are bound in duty,” as they have ©, ops 
portunity , to join, themſelves :as* fre 
Members - of ſome. particular” "Church; 
their thus joining, bemg- partot. their pto- 
felled _—_— to the Goſpel- of To. 


C5) 

and an inſtituted means of their Eftabliſh- 
merit and Ediftcation ; whereby they are 
under the TUBeal Car ; arg m' caſe of 
ſeandalons or 'dffenſrve walking , may be 
Authoritativdly fo wat. Cenſared 
for eheir recovery," and-for vindication'of 
the Trath , and' the Church profeſiing It: 

9. That ® wiftble Profeſſor” thus pr 
to a particular Church , ought to 'conti- 
nue ftedfaſtly-withirhe faid: Chutch;- and 
not forſake' the Miniſtry” +4 \Oxditiatives 
theredifpenſed;withour ary orderly ſee 
a recommendation unto atothier C 
Which ought” to be " givert ' when the raſc 


of the perſon! apparentlyFequires7t. ie. 
E Of the-. 'M N18 T R Vc. Þ 


Wy agree, That the font Of: 
WP nd., ce is inſtituted by Jelns Ch 


for &þ : "Goidivg ” Elifjing, 
and Governing wh his Chateh' bi, ant oo | 


ane tothe end ord,) 1900s 
B 2. They 


(6) 

2. They,who are called to this Office, 
ought. to. be. endued. , with icompetent 
Learning , and Miniſterial. Gifts, as.alſo 
with, the Grace of God, ſound. i Judg: 
ment, not  Novices in. the Faith, and 
Knowledg, of .the Goſpel;. withogr loans 
dal,, of holy Converlation,. and. ſuch. as 


depots tieplelye to the Work and Pervice 


WA 

.. That  ordmarly gon, hall be Or- 
FO to the. wark of; ichis, Miniſtry, but 
fuch as are called. and. cboſe en thercunts, by 


a{pargicular/Church, ST 


1; 4+ I hatin ſo-great- and aniglhaya a:mat- 


ter, as the calling. and. chuſi ing a Paſtor , 
we judg it ordinarily requiſite, That eve- 


ry ſuch Church confult -and- adviſe with 
the Paſtors. of Neighbouring G ongrage- 


. That ther. ſuch Advice, the Perſon 
cnnſbleed about, being choſen by the Bro- 
therkood of that particular Church over 

which 


. tions. 
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which he isto beſet, and he accepting, 


” duly ordained, and ſet apart to his vg 
| over them; wherein tis ordinarily requiſite, 
| That the Paſtors. of Neighbouring Con- 


gregations concur with: the P dns Jaws 

der, or Elders, it ſuch there. be. 

. 6. That whereas ſuch Ordination is only 

| intended for ſuch as never before had been 

 - ordained to the Miniſterial Office ; If any 
judge, that in the caſealſoof the remoyal of 

one formerly Ordained; to a tiew Station 

or Paſtoral Charge, ices ought to be alike 

: Solemn recommending him and his Labours. 

þ to the Grace and Bleſfmg. of God; no diffe- 

| rent Sentiments or Practice "ee ſhallbe - 

any occaſion of Contention or Breach of 

| Comannne among Uus. 

| - 7. It is expedient, that they who en- 

| ter on the work of P reaching the Goſpel, be n-< 

only qualified for Communion of Saints: 

bur allo that, except in caſes extraordinary, 


Py give proot of- their Gifts and "fitneſs p 
B 2 fo Or 
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. for the ſaid'work;” urito the Paſtors ''of | 


- Churches of known: abiliter to diſcern and 


may be fent forth with Solemn Approbation 
nd Prayer ; which we' jadge needful, 
that no doubt may remain concerning 
their being Called to the work ; and for 
preventing (as mach as in us lieth”) Ipno- 
ratt and raſb Intruders. 

NI. Of Censurts. 


i. A Sit cannot be avoided, but that 
* FN inthe Prwreft Churches on Earth, 
there will ſometimes Offences and Scandals 


ariſe by reaſon of Hypocrifie and prevailing 


ne of 'rhiir qualificarions;” Thar they 


corruption; fo Chriſt hath made it the Dn- 


ty of every Church, to reform it ſelf by 
Girivnal 'Remeates, appointed by him to 
be applied in all ſuch cafes; vis. Admont- 
ton, and Excommunication. 

2. Admonition, being the rebuking of 
an Offending Member in order to convidti- 


ON, 


UMI 


= 
———— — ————— 
w* 


(a) 


on, neal of, private gffevcer:$9 be per- 


X0:the.. ale in Alat: 28. 


formed agcar 
andineake of Publick offnces,, 


V, 15,1 6,17, a0 


oPeny y_before:the:Charcli, asthe Hojoxr:of 


Goſpel, and nayref the Scanilal fhall-te- 


quire;., Andf.:cicher.. of ' the Adwonitons 


take. place for the recovery: ofthe! jalles 

Perſon, all farther procee gy Ka way. of 
cerifure,are thereon 19.ceaſe,, and JE 

on to be declared accordingly. 70: 
3. Whenall due means areuſed, : accagh 


ing to the Order of the Goſpel, briche re- 


_ an. afences erin Byather ;; 
NOTWIT FEmalns Impeni- 
tent, the Cenfaureof Excommunication B t@ 
be proceeded yunto.;. VV herein the, Paftor 
and a Elgers ( thers be ſuch ): are 
to lead, and go before; the Church; 
and the Brocherbood ro-give theirconſeas, 
in a way of obedience. unt9; K2FRE, and 


unto the Elders, a over thetwih the Lord; 


4- ic may fagaetimey, cae.$91;Palſs 


(10) 

that a Church- Member, nototherwiſe Scan- 
dalons,mais:  withtfaw,” and divide 
himſelf from:the Continent: of the Church 
rowwhich he:belongeth:iIn which :caſe, 


_ whoncall dve-means for" the 'reducing him, 


p=_ ove" ineffetual, he-having - hereby” cut 
inſelt off. from that Churobe' Communion; 
the 'Churchi may juſtly-eſteem \and declare 
itſelf —_—_—_—— of yy a I 


over him. WS 
IV. Of Ae ne Ek 


E _ that Particular Chnrches 
wT7vns, of t not to' walk fo diſtin 
ad / fi; FomM-each"other , as-not 'to 
have care 'and” tendernels towards one a- 
nother. Bur their: Pafors ought to have 
frequent meetings together, that by mu- 
tual Advice, Support , *Encouragement, 
and Brotherly': intercourſe, they may 
firengtheri the'hearts'and-hands of each 0- 
ther in'the-4ys of the- Lord, 


2. TI hat 


_— AK 
. 
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_- 2i-L hat. none of our particular Churches 
ſhall: be ſubordingie: te. one:andther ;;*each; 
being.enqued with 4quality of .Power from 
Jelus' Chriſt. -; And;that BONE :of the ſaid. 
particular Chupchcs,: their. Oftgeri,or Qb-. 
ficers, ſhall exercie. any. Power, orchave: 
any. Herr aver, any. other ;{( Cinach, 
or their, Officers, ;, . +; - 

2-:T hat known, Members af Darticu- 
he 7, amok conltitutedas pra 7 may 
have - occafional Communion with, one 
another in the Orginances of the Gojel, VIZ. 


_ the Ward , By ery; ; Sacraments ; Si inging 


enſec according to. the'mind 
of C hriſt Unleſs that Church with 
which they defire-Communion, hath any 
juſt exception agamit. them.., ,- . . - 

4- That we.opght not; to. JE=AY any 
one to. be a, Member of our reſpective 
Congregations, that hath joined himlelf ro 
another, without, endeavours of mutual 


Sarifation of the Congregations c concerned. 
| 5. That 


G12) 
-'5./ That one:Churchroughtnot toblame 
the Proceedings-of anorber.,.-until. it- hath 


heard what -:bpr dey fo Tr ins EL 


mor FRO mares” oy 
80 Phatwe are: moft'willing and ſs 
to givean account of our Church Procted- 
aigs to' cach other, when defired ; for pre- 


venting - or: removitg/ al y offences" chat 


may ariſe amorig- us>— Likewiſe" we hall 
be ready to give URN *viphe: Yan of fellow- 
ſhip; and 'walk' together according to the 
Goſpel Rules of Communion of Churches. 


V. Of Dezacoxs at Ruins "SEL 


WE agree; The- Office of a Deacon 
-V ti of Divine Appointment, and 
that ic belongs to their Office to receive, 


lay out, and diſtribute the Churches Stock 


to its proper wſes; by the direQtion of the 
Faffor and Elders, if ſuch there be. And 


whereas 


UMI 


I fp ) 
whereas divers: NY on;-\That there 
is alſo the Office of Ros Elders, who la- 
bour not in word anddoFrine ;; and others 
think otherwiſe; Weagree, That this diffe- 


rence make no breach among us. 


VI. Of SYnops. : 


TS go a _ That in order toconcord, 
'P Tin any other weighty and 
diffients | — it is-needful; .and accor 
to the mind'of Chriſt, that a, Synod. be « 
led to confult and adviſe about fach matters. 
2. That a $nd may conkiſt fall 
or greater Nambery, as the matter- 
_ 


That particular C burcher, their re- 
ſpedtive Elders, and Members , ought to 
have a reverentiat regard to the judgment 
of fach Synods,: - and not diſſent therefronr; 
without apparent grounds from thc _ 
of God.” 


vu of 


(14) 
VIE. Of our Demeanour towards the 
Civitc MacisTRATE. 


I W= do reckon our ſelves obliged 


continually to pray for God's 
Proteftion, Guidance, and Bleſſing upon the 
Rulers {et over us. 

2. That we ought to yield unto them 
not only frubjeion inthe Lord, but ſupport; 
— to our ſtation and abilities. 

. 3. Thatif at any time it ſhall be their 
pleafure- to'call together any Number'of 
us, or require any accoxnt of :our Afairs, 
and the ſtate of' our Congregations, weſhall 
moſt readily expreſs all dutifal regard t to: 


them herein. 


VII. Of a Conv LIENS of FaiTH. 


S to what appertains to. ſoundneſs of 
Judgment 1 in matters. of Faith, we 
eſteem - i. ſufficient, That a Clanch aC- 
knowledge the Scriptures to be the word oj 
God, the perfef and only Rule of Faith and 
Prattice ; 


% 
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Praftice; and own either the DoQnnal part 
"4 of thoſe commonly called the Articles of - 
' the Church of England, or the Gonfeſſion, 
or Catechiſms, Shorter or Larger, compiled 
by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, - or the 
Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, to be 
agreeable to the ſaid Rule:- 


” IA. Of our Duty and Deportment towards 


 themthat are not in Communion-with "778 


F E judge it our duty to bear a 
ola Chriſtian Reſpe& to Fellow- 
F Chriſtians, according to their ſe- 
'' _ veral Ranks andStations, that-are not of 
our Perſuaſ:on or Communion. b 
2: As for ſuch as may be ignorant of 
"4; the Principles of the Chriffian Religion, os 
of vicious converſation, we ſhall in our re- 
ſpective Places, as they give us opportuni- 
ty, endeavour to explain to them the Do- 
| arine of Life and Salvation, and to, our ut- 
termolt perſuade them to be reconciled to 
ww God. -' 73. I hat 


UMI 


not troubling them with Diſputes about 
lefſer matters. - | 


As we Aﬀent to the forementioned 

Heaps of AGREEMENT; 

So we Unanimouſly Reſolve, as the 

_ .» Lord ſball enable us, to Practice ac- 
. cording to them. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"TT Here is now inthe Preſs, and will fuddenly be Pub- 

| liſh'd, a Bookentituled, The Reeſoreblencſs of Re- 
formation, and the Neceſſity of Converſion; - the true Methods 
of making all men happy in this world, and-inthe world to come ; 
ſeaſonably diſconr ſed, aud'carneſtly preſſed wpon this licentions 
Age. By F. F. afincere Lover of his Native Countrey, and 
the Souls of Men. Printed for Tho. Cockerill, at the Three 
Legs inthe Poxltrey. 


In Twelves, Price Bond, One Shilling, 
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